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REPORT: Offshore Wind is Next Clean Energy Wave for North Carolina

National Report Declares North Carolina Prime Location for Wind Projects; Governor Perdue Pledges to Continue Support
Raleigh, NC – In a new report released today by the National Wildlife Federation, North Carolina is identified as a prime location for potential offshore wind farms, with warm temperatures and large areas of shallow water that may mitigate the downside of slightly slower wind speeds. The report finds a total 55 GW of wind potential, more than 20 percent of the total offshore wind potential along the Atlantic coast.  According to the data, development of wind projects off the coast of the Tar Heel state could create between 10,000 and 20,000 new manufacturing jobs.

The report, Offshore Wind in the Atlantic: Growing Momentum for Jobs, Energy Independence, Clean Air, and Wildlife Protection, makes the following key findings:

· Every state with significant offshore wind resources from Maine to Georgia has some taken some steps forward on offshore wind. Northern states (Maine to Maryland) have the most advanced projects while Southern states (Virginia to Georgia) are quickly mobilizing on a series of projects. See detailed chart and state profiles. 

· The Atlantic’s shallow water characteristics combined with excellent wind speed make it an ideal location for offshore wind farms. 93 percent of offshore wind projects worldwide are in shallow waters (zero to 30 meters deep). Close to half of the United States’ shallow water offshore wind is along the Atlantic coast.

· While the most extensive European study concluded that offshore wind farms do not appear to have long-term or large-scale ecological impacts, major data gaps for the Atlantic Ocean still exist and site-specific impacts need to be evaluated. A coordinated, comprehensive, and well-funded effort is needed to address these gaps and improve the permitting process.
The report was released along the coast today in conjunction with many national and state partners including environmental, sportsmen, labor, and business organizations. These groups call on the federal government to take the following steps: 

· Improve the offshore wind permitting process, 

· Identify ideal, high priority sites with limited resource conflicts off of the Atlantic for quick and thorough permitting, 

· Invest in and speed research of offshore wind technology and environmental impacts,

· Coordinate planning with existing infrastructure and industries such as ports and fishing.

Governor Bev Perdue reiterated her support of green energy initiatives, especially wind. “As governor, my duty is to make North Carolina better – to grow jobs, to position our state for a 21st century economy, and to improve the quality of our citizens’ lives. In my vision of North Carolina’s future, we have wind turbines off our coast, and we are the leaders of the nation’s new green energy economy. Now I am working to make that vision a reality.”

The report specifically calls on governmental leaders across the country to create the economic and political climate necessary to jumpstart the offshore wind industry in the Atlantic Ocean. The North Carolina Wildlife Federation and Environment North Carolina note that Governor Perdue has already positioned North Carolina to develop the industry. Perdue’s efforts include:

· The creation of the Governor’s Scientific Advisory Panel on Offshore Energy to consider all forms of offshore energy, including wind;
· The formation of a joint Federal-State-Local Government Task Force through the United States Department of Interior to identify appropriate areas for offshore wind development; and
· The creation of an offshore wind subcommittee within the Energy Policy Council.

“This report makes clear that offshore wind is ready to take off in North Carolina.  By harnessing the vast, untapped wind resources off our coast, we can create local good-paying jobs, reduce our dependence upon fossil fuels, and take a big step toward combating global warming,” said Margaret Hartzell, Policy Advocate with Environment North Carolina.
“There’s no question that offshore wind potential in North Carolina is great. These studies show that our state can be a leader in green power generation. Now the question is, can we collectively harness the resolve to harvest that wind and in doing so bolster our economy while preserving our air, water and wildlife resources,” said Tim Gestwicki, Executive Director of the North Carolina Wildlife Federation.
“North Carolina has excellent offshore wind resources that, if developed responsibly, could generate thousands of clean energy jobs and millions of dollars in state revenue,” said Ulla Reeves, Regional Program Director for the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy. “The National Wildlife Federation’s report highlights the vast benefits of offshore wind energy for North Carolina.”

The report also highlights Apex Wind Energy and their application for a federal exploratory lease 20 miles off the North Carolina coast.  The project could involve up to 1,900 MW built in phases over several years and will use between 380 and 525 turbines, depending on the turbine size. This would power up to 550,000 homes.
National and regional cosponsors of the report include: Utility Workers Union of America, Environment America, National Audubon, Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, Conservation Law Foundation, and the Chesapeake Climate Action Network.
The North Carolina Wildlife Federation is a non-profit conservation organization dedicated to all North Carolina wildlife and its habitat since 1945 www.ncwf.org 
Environment North Carolina is a statewide, citizen-based environmental advocacy organization working to preserve the Blue Ridge, protect the Outer Banks and repower the state with clean, renewable energy
The National Wildlife Federation is America's largest conservation organization inspiring Americans to protect wildlife for our children's future.
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